ps RS

The Union Of Choice

MEDIA RELEASE PSA welcomes the site visit for the R71 million Mpolweni clinic, which is under
construction in KwaZulu-Natal
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The Public Servants Association (PSA) Pietermaritzburg Provincial Office in KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) welcomes the
site visit done by the Department of Health KZN MEC last week to monitor the R71 Million Mpolweni clinic, which
will include accommodation for Nurses that is currently under construction. A total of 22 residents have been
employed during its construction, which is a move aimed at improving job creation, transferring skills, and giving
local people a chance to be involved in its development. The new clinic will feature modern facilities and
equipment, enabling healthcare professionals to provide high-quality care in a previously disadvantaged area.

Mpolweni is an area located in a rural area that falls under the uMshwathi Municipality. Residents from the area
have had to rely on a mobile clinic which only comes to the area four times a month, servicing more than 15 000
people. The closest fixed clinic is in Crammond, which is located 15 km away. People who are severely injured or
who need health care have to go to Applesboch Hospital, which is 63.5 km away. The construction of this clinic will
help many people in the community to have access to healthcare without travelling and to have furthermore access
to improved healthcare services.

The construction of this clinic will take approximately 18 months, and the MEC promises that the clinic will be
finished towards the end of 2026. The PSA, as a union that continues to fight for the rights of its members, calls on
the Department of Health to ensure that this project runs accordingly, as it will benefit the community of Mpolweni.
The construction of a new clinic is a significant undertaking that requires careful planning, execution and
management. The Department of Health needs to ensure that the deadline is met and remains transparent
throughout the process to eradicate maladministration, fraud, corruption and nepotism.
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