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The Public Servants Association (PSA), along with South Africans, are waiting with anticipation the tabling of the
revised 2025 Budget, after the withdrawal of an inconsiderate budget that sought to confine vulnerable citizens
to poverty through an irrational Value Added Tax increase.

The PSA expects the Budget to respond to various pressing issues facing the country. These including
government buildings that are dilapidated and unsuitable for habitation, overcrowding at schools and
correctional facilities, and under-resourced hospitals and clinics.

The Minister of Finance is expected to provide adequate budget for infrastructure development that is critical for
the safety of employees and the public as well as being an investment in the country’s economy and
infrastructure. The PSA calls for the allocation of funds to improve public servants’ working conditions, including
improved facilities, access to the necessary tools and resources, and measures to ensure safe and healthy work
environments. This includes addressing issues such as workplace safety, mental health support, and ergonomic
workspaces.

Expecting that government will be able to offer professional and efficient services to citizens without an adequate
number of employees, is an impossible task. Government’s stance of cutting the cost of employees as well as the
narrative that government is bloated is misplaced and incorrect. Many government departments, including the
Department of Home Affairs, are operating at less than half of their approved staff establishment, demonstrating a
lack of commitment by government to provide services to citizens. The PSA therefore urges the Minister of
Finance to provide a budget for government departments to employ adequate staff.

The PSA is committed to engaging with government to ensure that the voices of public servants are heard and
their needs are met. A well-supported public service is essential for South Africa’s prosperity and development.
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