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The Public Servants Association (PSA) is worried about the shortage of law enforcement resources at Vulindlela 
Police Station in Pietermaritzburg, in KwaZulu-Natal. 
 
This situation relates to the provision of a permanent police station and sufficient state vehicles to comply with 
the service demands of the community. Vulindlela is home to over 250 000 people but is serviced by one 
temporary police station that has only two state vehicles that are used for service delivery in the community.  
 
The current temporary police station was a measure to combat crime, and residents were informed that a 
permanent police station would be constructed. However, ten years later, the community is still waiting for the 
construction of a permanent police station. The current temporary police station consists of offices in park 
homes that do not have sufficient space and with inadequate ablution facilities. 
 
The shortage of vehicles at police stations is a pressing issue that affects law enforcement and plays a critical role 
in maintaining public safety, responding to emergencies, and patrolling communities. Consequences of vehicle 
shortages include delayed response times, compromising public safety and putting lives at risk, reduced patrol 
presence and visible policing, and an increased workload for police officers potentially causing burnout. Vehicle 
shortages hinder investigations, making it difficult for police to respond swiftly and gather evidence. 
 
This critical issue requires urgent attention and action. The South African Police Service (SAPS) has an obligation 
to maintain public safety and serve the public effectively and the PSA urges the SAPS to address the root cause of 
these shortages and explore solutions. 
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