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The Public Servants Association (PSA), as representative Union of employees at the Independent
Police Investigative Directorate (IPID), welcomes the recent arrest of several people, including senior
law-enforcement officials, in connection with a R15 million precious stones heist.

The breakthrough demonstrates the critical role that IPID plays in ensuring accountability in the
criminal justice system and reinforces public confidence in institutions tasked with combating
corruption and criminality. The PSA commends IPID investigators for their professionalism, dedication,
and commitment to pursuing complex, high-profile investigations under challenging circumstances.
Their work sends a clear message that no person is above the law, regardless of rank or position.
These arrests demonstrate the importance of a capable and independent oversight body that can
investigate allegations involving even the most senior law-enforcement officials. IPID investigators
continue to deliver results despite significant resource constraints.

These recent developments reinforce the PSA's long-standing position that the IPID should be
strengthened and granted full constitutional status as an independent entity. As allegations of criminal
conduct increasingly involve senior law-enforcement officials, it is not ideal or sustainable for an
oversight body tasked with investigating police misconduct to operate in a framework that creates
actual or perceived dependence on the institutions it oversees. The PSA reiterates the Union’s call for
the IPID to be established as a standalone constitutional entity, independent of the South African
Police Service. Such a reform will strengthen public confidence in the IPID’s work and help ensure
that investigators can discharge their responsibilities free from institutional pressure. A fully
independent IPID will be better positioned to fulfil its oversight mandate without fear, favour, or
prejudice to uphold the principles of accountability, transparency, and the rule of law.

The PSA remains extremely concerned about longstanding resource constraints affecting IPID
investigators. Although the IPID continues to deliver commendable results, these achievements are
often realised amidst significant operational and capacity challenges. The complexity of investigations
involving organised criminal networks, corruption, and senior officials further demonstrates the need
for a well-resourced investigative body capable of conducting sophisticated and specialised
investigations.
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The PSA calls on National Treasury to allocate sufficient funding to thl IPID SA §

investigators are properly equipped and supported. Effective oversightlofigdlide Eohaditt fequiresn 01 c e
investment in skilled personnel, modern investigative equipment, enhanced forensic capabilities, and
adequate operational support systems. Without adequate resources, the IPID's ability to respond
effectively to increasingly sophisticated criminal activities may be compromised.

South Africans deserve an independent, well-resourced, and empowered IPID capable of holding all
law-enforcement officials accountable and ensuring that justice is applied fairly and consistently. The
PSA will continue advocating for the strengthening of the IPID and for conditions that enable
investigators to serve the public effectively, protect constitutional democracy, and uphold the rule of
law.
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