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The Public Servants Association (PSA) has noted with shock and disappointment that there are more than 43 

current and former Cabinet Ministers who owe the state some R1.3 million in outstanding rental payments for their 

subsidised houses. 

 

The rent supposed to be paid by Ministers allegedly amounts to a mere R1 200 per month for persons earning 

more than R2 million per annum. The PSA welcomes the action by the Minister of Public Works and Infrastructure, 

Ms Patricia De Lille, to serve all Ministers currently in arrears with letters to make payment arrangements and for 

those who fail to comply to arrangements to be subjected to debt-collection processes. 

 

The PSA pointed out that in the wake of a call by government to South Africans to embrace a culture of paying for 

services, it is extremely disappointing that Ministers fail to demonstrate exemplary leadership. Cabinet Ministers 

enjoy many perks from the state along with salaries sponsored by tax payers. It is unacceptable that they fail to 

pay their rent and abuse this privilege. This culture of entitlement from the Ministers and politicians should stop. 

Rules apply for all, irrespective of status and position. Sadly, this lack of accountability and responsibility is also 

demonstrated by Ministers in their duties with countless examples of failure to ensure payments of debts to service 

providers. Similarly, the Department of Public Works and Infrastructure is owed some R77 million for rent by 

various entities and are failing to collect this, whilst ordinary citizens are promptly brought to book when failing to 

pay for services or goods. 

 

The PSA is of the view that the time is ripe for Treasury to demonstrate the seriousness and political will by 

abolishing this subsidy before attacking the salaries and benefits of ordinary public servants, as has become the 

habit. The Ministers are not above the law. Failure to hold them accountable is making a mockery of justice. In 

addition, this arrogant conduct casts major doubt on their ability to provide leadership and execute their duties. 

Excuses about willingness to pay and blaming the system, are rejected with contempt. 

 

The PSA calls on Minister De Lille to act swiftly and decisively in recovering these monies, with interest, to confirm 

government’s commitment to bring its house and practise what it preaches and demands from citizens.   
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