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PSA Limpopo concerned about
marking centre COVID-19 cases
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PSA Limpopo concerned about marking centre COVID-19 cases 2021-Dec-20
04:21 The Public Servants Association (PSA) in Limpopo wants the
Department of Basic Education to ensure that COVID-19 protocols are
implemented at Grade 12 examination papers marking centers. - Mpho
Galetshitse The Public Servants Association (PSA) in Limpopo wants the
Department of Basic Education to ensure that COVID-19 protocols are
implemented at Grade 12 examination papers marking centers. This after 23
markers tested positive for COVID-19 in the province. PSA Limpopo
spokesperson, John Teffo, said the marking of Grade 12 scripts is important,
but should not happen at the expense of employees. The PSA also called on
the department to ensure that there is efficient contact tracing, reporting of
cases to both the departments of Health, Labour and Employment, and that
decontamination is done in affected workplaces to contain the spread of the
virus. “The PSA established that despite this high number of positive cases,
those who were in contact with the infected persons have not been isolated or
subjected to rapid testing to determine their status. The delay in delivering
scripts to markers prolonged the time spent together by markers, increasing
the chances of infection,” said Teffo. The workers' union accused the
Department of Education if failing to ensure that markers are working in a
conducive environment and added that the department did not act promptly
once it was aware of the increased number of positive COVID-19 cases. Teffo
claimed that in some centres cases are kept a secret and markers would not
know whether their colleagues tested positive or left the marking centre for
personal reasons.... View the entire article here
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